
Each change of season has its own purpose and meaning. Spring
is all about new beginnings and transformations; it's a season that
symbolizes starting fresh and starting over. After the winter
months of cold temperatures and fewer hours of daylight, spring
reawakens us and our surrounding environment, bringing
everything back to life. I don’t know about you, but I am definitely
experiencing the reawakening in this season. 
 
This season in Delta is ushering us into the end of a sorority year.
But we are not finished sorors, we still have a lot of work to do. It
goes without saying that we are laser focused on executing an
outstanding conference and are springing forward with finalizing
the plans. This effort will take our continued commitment to
excellence and teamwork.
 
Our April calendar includes: Community Impact Day on April 13,
DID training on April 20, Relay for Life on April 26, and Arts and
Letters Book Club on April 27. We have also been invited to
support the AKA Regional Conference Public Meeting on April 25.
Also, our National Chaplain, Soror Vashti Murphy McKenzie will be
speaking at CrossWork Christian Center on April 28. Sorors, we look
forward to your attendance and support at these events. 
 
Sorors, this has been a great year, and I am honored to be part of
this chapter in this season. Let me leave you with this quote: “Great
things come from three things… Commitment, Hard Work, and
Strong Finishes. Sorors, we have demonstrated our commitment
and we have put in the hard work. Now let’s Finish Strong! 

With all of my love, 

Soror Robin T. Blackmon 
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Presidential Press

REMINDER: 
Our next chapter meeting is in-

person at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 6 at 

Highland Campus, Austin
Community College 

(Building 2000, Room 1550).
Parking is available in the

South Parking Garage:
6018 Wilhemina Delco Drive, 

Austin, Texas 78752



Our Leaves Should Be Ever Green

In Rev. 22:1, John saw “the river of the water of life… flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb.”  John noticed
that the leaves of the trees that lined the river’s banks
were used for “the healing of the nations” (Rev. 22:2).  
When I think of that, I think of “the healing of our
community,” What a beautiful picture.  We may borrow
the picture and apply it to ourselves, for scripture uses the
same symbol to describe the happy person who is planted
by the river of God with her roots in the river of life.

As a sisterhood devoted to service, our lives should offer
relief from the heat and shelter from the storm to those
who need it.  People should take one look at our
ever green lives and make a beeline for us.  Our lives
should be full of healing, relief, and support.

Are your leaves used for healing or support?  You can be a
tree of life for others.  If we think about our lives in recent
days and/or years, we should ask ourselves, “Have people
beaten a path to our door because they know where help
can be found?”  We should want to be a tree like Jeremiah
describes with its roots in the river, its leaves ever green,
and fruit that never fails.

As we heard about our sorors failing health and or death,
we knew the heat was on.  We knew there would be lots
of opportunities to offer our leaves for healing to the
families in the days to come.  But this was our great test,
too!  We all struggled with a huge sense of loss.  The
question we should ask is how could we help others
when we needed a lot of help ourselves?

The answer was the river, the river of life.  Life in the Spirit
offered a source of life to us in the very face of death.  Our
job is to keep our roots in the river, our leaves full of sap,
and stay ever green.  It is a hard, hot, desert experience for
us, but the Spirit of God is sufficient to supply all needed,
not only for our chapter but also for others.  God is indeed
a life-giving spring.

Let’s ask ourselves: What can you do to help make a
difference in the lives of our families, neighbors, or
communities? How many times do we walk by someone’s
troubles without even giving a thought to rolling up our
sleeves and getting involved? As Deltas, we are to live a
life of compassion and service to others. Remember, love
(which is an action word) is a servant.
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Chaplain's Message
Shared by Soror Tanya Rippenkroeger Our Prayer Corner

Members are encouraged to send cards,
visit (if allowed by the family), or
telephone sorors for additional
courtesies. Sorors, please continue to lift
the following in fervent prayer:

Soror Liz Holliman for the loss of her father
Alvin Harvey; and 
Soror Delbra Bradford as she recovers from
back surgery. 

Sorors, tap the enclosed link to submit
your prayer requests and bereavement
notices,

https://dstatx.org/contact-page/pb-request-
form/
 

April
Omega Omega Assignments

Soror Julie Dixon-Cartwright through 
Soror Pamela Gray

https://dstatx.org/contact-page/pb-request-form/
https://dstatx.org/contact-page/pb-request-form/
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS

 Economic Development News! 
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Join us on April 13 as we partner with Austin Black Real Estate
Professionals and Greater St. Johns as we present Community Impact

Day on important housing program initiatives. 
Invite the community to join us. 
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This Month's Highlights
CHARITABLE PARTNER NEWS
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We are excited to support the Austin Relay for Life again as the Crimson Avengers.
Please sign up now to join us in raising funds to fight this disease. Invite your friends

and family to donate to this worthy cause. 
We want to see you on April 26.

Register here, https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY24SOR?
team_id=2739108&pg=team&fr_id=108703

https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY24SOR?team_id=2739108&pg=team&fr_id=108703
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/STR/RelayForLife/RFLCY24SOR?team_id=2739108&pg=team&fr_id=108703
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS

 Arts & Letters Committee News! 
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Book: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
Join us and bring a Sista-Friend! This is a public event and ALL are welcome to attend! 

The discussion will be led by our own Soror Dr. Dominique Willaims! 
Questions? Contact Soror Tamera Diggs-Tate at tdt1023@gmail.com

Zoom Link: https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkc-CurTopGdfdBkw_5ugtTWy_TQWvegg_

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkc-CurTopGdfdBkw_5ugtTWy_TQWvegg_
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS
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Policies and Procedures Committee News!
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS
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Social Action Committee News!

VDRs We Need You! 
Sign up now for Travis County Voter Registration Opportunities!

https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FTravisCountyVDR 

https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FTravisCountyVDR
https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2FTravisCountyVDR
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS
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Social Action Committee News!

Weigh in on Austin/Travis County’s First-Ever Food Plan

The Food Team at the Office of Sustainability has been working hard to get
the draft goals and strategies for Austin/Travis County’s first-ever food
plan ready for public review. 

What is a Food Plan? 

A food plan sets clear goals and strategies to move toward a more
equitable, sustainable, and resilient food system and provides a
coordinating structure for all food-related initiatives. 

What is a Food System? 

The Office of Sustainability defines the food system as an interconnected
network that includes everything that happens with food — where and
how it is grown, distributed, sold, consumed, wasted, or recovered. These
goals and strategies are now available online and employees are invited to
participate in sharing their views and providing input. 

Right now, there are two main opportunities to do this: (1) View and
provide input on the goals and strategies via Public Input survey; and 
(2) Attend a Food Plan Virtual Review meeting on April 3 

Contact: Amanda.Rohlich@austintexas.gov 

https://cityspace.austintexas.gov/News-articles/Weigh-in-on-AustinTravis-County’s-First-
Ever-Food-Plan  

https://cityspace.austintexas.gov/News-articles/Weigh-in-on-AustinTravis-County%E2%80%99s-First-Ever-Food-Plan
https://cityspace.austintexas.gov/News-articles/Weigh-in-on-AustinTravis-County%E2%80%99s-First-Ever-Food-Plan
https://cityspace.austintexas.gov/News-articles/Weigh-in-on-AustinTravis-County%E2%80%99s-First-Ever-Food-Plan
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS

Emergency Response Team!
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AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS

Emergency Response Team!
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disastersafety.org
www.weather.cover/mlb/hail_rules

http://disastersafety.org/
http://www.weather.cover/mlb/hail_rules
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS

Count Me In! I am Southwest 100!

APRIL 2024 Vol. 8

Sorors, thanks for supporting the chapter, the region and the conference by ensuring you are
Southwest 100. At this time, about 1/3 of our membership has donated. The ultimate goal for our chapter
is to have 100% participation. Our contributions to this campaign will demonstrate our commitment to
corporations and other organizations as we ask for their support. You can make your contribution in $25
increments or the full $100. All donations will go to put on a Southwest Regional Conference to
remember. 

Donate today! 
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS
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VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS NEEDED!

Sorors, we need your help in soliciting volunteers to assist with our 49th
Southwest Regional Conference in Austin Texas June 13-16, 2024. A variety of
volunteer opportunities are available during the conference. There are also pre-
conference volunteer opportunities available. If you have not signed up to
volunteer or to work with a steering committee, please consider doing so. You
may express your interest by completing the following sign up form. Just follow
the instructions, select “volunteers” and submit the form. We will assign you to
work with one of the committees as a volunteer. We request that all forms are
submitted by April 20, 2024. 
https://form.jotform.com/AustinAlumnaeDST/committee-registration-form

We welcome and invite non-financial sorors to volunteer for the conference.
Their name, email address, and phone number may be sent to:
dstvolunteers49rc@gmail.com

Those from the community (non-Deltas) may express their interest in
volunteering by submitting their name, email address, and phone number to:
aacdstcommunityvolunteer@gmail.com

Sorors, you also may feel free to submit names of interested volunteers. We
appreciate your assistance in getting out the word on our volunteer efforts as
we prepare for a fantastic conference!

Link to Sign Up to Serve on a Committee and/or as a Volunteer 
https://form.jotform.com/AustinAlumnaeDST/committee-registration-form

Link to Send Referrals for the Corporate Sponsorship Program
https://dstatx.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?
u=f73c0e3b7cc7e81e9fe60cd4e&id=121e54283f&e=9b3e8f9d0a

49th Southwest Regional Conference

https://form.jotform.com/AustinAlumnaeDST/committee-registration-form
mailto:dstvolunteers49rc@gmail.com
mailto:aacdstcommunityvolunteer@gmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/AustinAlumnaeDST/committee-registration-form
https://dstatx.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f73c0e3b7cc7e81e9fe60cd4e&id=121e54283f&e=9b3e8f9d0a
https://dstatx.us18.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f73c0e3b7cc7e81e9fe60cd4e&id=121e54283f&e=9b3e8f9d0a


VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS NEEDED!

Tap this link to let us know who you send the sponsorship packet to so that we
may keep our tracking in order, 
https://form.jotform.com/240128848130048 
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This Month's Highlights
AUSTIN ALUMNAE CHAPTER NEWS
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49th Southwest Regional Conference

https://form.jotform.com/240128848130048
https://form.jotform.com/240128848130048
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This Month's Highlights
COMMUNITY NEWS
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This Month's Highlights
COMMUNITY NEWS
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Sorors,  you are invited to attend College Board and
 BigFuture’s Real Talk events for parents and high school students. 

Real Talk’s Director is Soror Autumn Caviness. 
Register to attend “Level Up: Secure Your Summer Internship!” on 

#RealTalkTuesday, April 16, at 7 p.m. at bigfuture.org/RealTalk!

http://bigfuture.org/RealTalk


Happy Birthday to our April birthdays! 

04/02: Alexis Roberts
04/04: Krishella Chandler-Robinson & Kerri Lang
04/05: Mary Caldwell
04/08: Kimily Johnson & Courtney Robinson 
04/10: Raissa Ferron
04/14: Janet Bray
04/15: Brenda Turner
04/17: Pamela Gray & Michelle Scruggs
04/21: Natasha Bedford & Lillie Stevens
04/22: Lillian Turner
04/23: Tashia Coleman
04/24: Kathy James
04/25: Jennifer Kelly 
04/26: Kacey Hanson
04/28: Erica Breedlove
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Membership Spotlight
Happy Birthday, Sorors!
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Soror Scrapboook
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Soror Scrapboook
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Soror Scrapboook
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Soror Scrapboook
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Soror Scrapboook
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#Sisterhood

#AOML
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Austin Alumnae Leadership Team 
Economic Development  
Sylnovia Holt-Rabb & Avis Gipson

Educational Development
Paulette Walls

International Awareness & Involvement
Akeshia Johnson Smothers 

Physical and Mental Health
Sherri Fleming & April Briscoe

Political Awareness and Involvement/
Social Action
Celeste Williams & Veronica Johnson

Arts and Letters
Jonna LaGrone-Haynes & Tamara Diggs-Tate 

Risk Management Coordinator    
Nancy Knight-Brown 

Internal Audit  
Sophia Williams 

Rituals and Ceremonies          
Michelle Scruggs

Technology     
Kathryn Foster & Khaison Reed

Emergency Response
Ollie White & Tanya Rippenkroger

Founders Day
Tamela Saldana & Kelly Smith 

2023-2024 Committee Chairs

National Pan Hellenic Representative(s)
Kim Whitlock & Darralyn Johnson

Nominating Committee
Carla Grace

Parliamentarian/Chair of Policies and Procedures
Patricia Shorter

Charitable Partners
Sonya Harry

Protocol and Traditions          
Cedel Evans & Sandra Marshall

Records Management and Retention
Darralyn Johnson

Ways and Means
Alnita Foote

Communications and Public Relations
Autumn Caviness

Heritage and Archives
Nancy Thompson, Historian & Tashia Coleman

Program, Planning, and Development 
Kacey Hanson

Chaplain          
Dedurie Kirk

Strategic Planning 
Dewi Smith

Officers 
Robin T. Blackmon, President

Jacqueline Habersham, 1st Vice President
Kacey Hanson, 2nd Vice President 

Khaison “Shon” Reed, Treasurer
Kimily Johnson, Asst. Treasurer

Darralyn Johnson, Recording Secretary
La’Kisha Crenshaw, Corresponding Secretary

Courtney Nolan, Asst. Corresponding Secretary 
Anita Daniels, Financial Secretary

Tennile Thomas, Asst. Financial Secretary
Laronica Moise, Sergeant at Arms

Autumn Caviness, Journalist
Immediate Past President Lisa Newman
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Sorors, 
Please don't forget our Chapter meeting 

is in-person at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, April 6,
Highland Campus

Austin Community College 
(Building 2000, Room 1550).

Parking is available in the South Parking Garage: 
6018 Wilhemina Delco Drive, 

Austin, Texas 78752

Sorors, HOT off the press!

*Please be on the lookout for email
correspondence about (1) attending a service
where the National Chaplain will be speaking
on April 28; and (2) attending the AKAs
regional Public meeting

*The National Scholarships and Standards
Committee has approved our Chapter Rules
of Order and Policies and Procedures

*Our Policies and Procedures and signed
Rules of Order Form will be uploaded to our
Members Only portal

*Visit our Members Only portal located here,
https://dstatx.org/login/

H
O
T 

OFF THE PRESS!H
O
T OFF THE PR

ES
S!

H
O
T 

OFF THE PRESS!H
O
T OFF THE PR

ES
S!
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Austin Alumnae Chapter
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.

P.O. BOX 143381
 Austin, Texas 78714

Sorors, please remember, we have several key documents available on our Member Only
Portal.  Please review the upcoming meeting documents under Chapter Meeting Docs,

located on our Member’s Only portal.
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https://dstatx.org/login/

